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Friendship nature reserve

•Zapovednik Kostomukshkii
•Five reserves in Kuhmo (Friendship 
park)
•Established as a Finnish-Russian 
nature reserve in 1990
•Main task cooperation in nature 
conservation research



Friendship Nature 
Reserve and its 
extensions (in 
green)



A Landsat satellite 
image shows the 
pristine forests and 
mires of the 
boundary region



Concrete cooperation, hand in hand, in 
Kostamus in 1991



Seminars, workshops and 
symposia

1994 Lentiira
1997 IMCG workshop
2000 Kuhmo 10 years anniversary
2000 Disturbance Dynamics in Boreal Forests
2003 HCF
2005 Raptor workshop Kostamus
Numerous smaller meetings and workshops



First meeting of 
Russian and Finnish 
scientists in Friendship 
Nature Reserve in 
Kostamus, July 1990



Meeting in Kostamus in the autumn of 1990 
chaired by Nikolai Feofanov who was the director 
of Kostamus nature reserve at the time



A delegation of Finnish scientists visiting 
Kostamus Nature Reserve in 1991



Excursion in Kuhmo 1993 in connection with 
the official opening of Friendship Park



In 2000, 140 persons from 8 countries participated the 10 
years anniversary symposium of Friendship Nature Reserve 

in Kuhmo









Projects
Inventories to promote Kalevala National Park and extension 
of Kostamus Nature Reserve (EU LIFE)

EU Interreg projects
•Impact of Russian Karelian forests on animal populations in 
the old-growth forests of Kainuu region (2001-2004)
•Enchanted by Nature – getting familiar with the boundary 
region nature (2005-2007)
•The influence of Kostamus mining plant on human 
environment in the boundary region (2007)
Ministry of the environment (YM)
•Ecological sustainability of old-growth forest conservation in 
northern Finland 1997-2001
Numerous smaller projects funded by YM and Metsähallitus 
1990-2008, Finnish-Russian cooperation annually



Boris Kashevarov from Kostamus Nature Reserve 
studying insects in the laboratory of Friendship 

Park Research Centre in Kuhmo



Starting an 
experimental study 
on the insect and 
fungus communities 
in decaying wood



Phenological study in Kuhmo, an important monitoring 
tool for the assessment of climate change



Dr. Natalia Fedorets from Karelian Research 
Centre studying a soil profile in Kuhmo



Dr. Oleg Kuznetsov working with plant 
specimens during a joint expedition



Peat sampling during a joint expedition in 
Kuhmo



Peat sampling in winter in Ypäyssuo mire, 
Kalevala region



Joint botanical expedition in Vieljärvi, 
southern Karelia



Publications

So far altogether over 400 publications
•Books
•Articles in journals
•Reports
•11 dissertations and over 30 master’s theses



Result of the first 
project of Friendship 
Park Research 
Centre about heavy 
metal content in 
forest mosses in 
Kuhmo and adjacent 
region in Kostamus



Proceedings of the 
first scientific 
symposium of 
Friendship Nature 
Reserve, organized 
in Kuhmo 1994



Doctor’s dissertation 
of Reijo Penttilä 
prepared in a joint 
project of Friendship 
Park Research 
Centre and Helsinki 
University



Dissertation of 
Gergely Várkonyi 
about moths in 
Kuhmo



Dissertation of 
Teemu Tahvanainen 
about mire ecology in 
Friendship Park



Dissertation of 
Tuomo Wallenius 
about forests in 
Kuhmo and 
adjacent Russian 
territory



Result of joint studies 
on mire vegetation



Result of joint mire 
studies



Network

•Finnish and Russian universities, 
research institutes and authorities
•Universities and research institutes 
from 15 other countries



Dr. Leonid Rybalov from Moscow studying soil 
fauna in Kuhmo



Scientists from Heilongjiang Forest Academy, 
China studying mire restoration in Kuhmo



A book prepared in 
connection with 
International Mire 
Conservation Group 
symposium in 
Finland 2006 with 
active participation of 
Friendship Park 
Research Centre



Another book 
prepared in 
connection with 
International Mire 
Conservation Group 
symposium in Finland 
2006, with active 
participation of 
Friendship Park 
Research Centre



Friendship Park has 
attracted also 

Belgian scientists



Presentations in symposia in 
several countries 

Student courses and excursions 
of different universities (e.g. 
Helsinki, Vienna, Greifswald, St. 
Petersburg)



A GAP meeting in Vologda



A joint article based on 
a presentation in a 
workshop in Paanajärvi 
National Park in 1999



A student from St. Petersburg state university 
doing summer practice in Kuhmo, 2004



Dr. Oleg Kuznetsov teaching in a mire ecology 
field course of Helsinki University in Kuhmo



Influence of the activities

•Scientific impact
•Influence on nature conservation
•Influence on environment awareness
•Employment in difficult regions



Example of a 
highly cited 
scientifically 
influential article 
prepared in a 
Friendship Park 
project



A Finnish-Russian- 
Norwegian project 
supports the cultivation 
of cloudberry to improve 
livelihoods in the 
boundary region



Environmental education: a school group from 
Kuhmo visiting Kostamus Nature Reserve



Environmental education: a group of school 
teachers from Karelia visiting Kuhmo



Establishing a national park in Vodlozero 
in 1990 in Russian-Finnish cooperation



Discussing the Fennoscandian Green Belt in 
1995, chaired by M. Feshenko



Scientific studies 
supporting the 
establishment of 
Kalevala National 
Park and the 
extension of 
Kostamus Nature 
Reserve



A study supporting 
the development of 
nature tourism in the 
boundary region



Popular book on the 
nature in the 
boundary region: a 
synthesis of 
numerous studies to 
add the awareness 
on nature and to 
support tourism 
marketing
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