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Soft decisions require hard facts  
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Defining
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and development



Finnish  regions

Determined using
administrational
and economic
grounds
Used in national 
statistics
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regions

Vicinity of and influence of border
Administrational units
Geology and ecology

Goal: to find a unit which is 
understandable, important and useful in 
terms of development (society and 
nature use, including protection)



Green Belt of Fennoscandia
 defined by regions

Border has been the 
decisive factor 
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-
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23 relevant variables from national statistics, 
”Employment”
”Nature protection”
”Development factors”
”Population dynamics”

Principal component analysis has been used
to classify the regions for the main factors
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Main results
Nature protection is concentrated at the 
Green Belt
Nature protection, tourism and forestry
coincide in the Green Belt
Population, demographic and social 
problems are common 
Development centres are few



Green Belt of Fennoscandia
 defined by regions
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Population  centres



Development  of the GBF
Strengthening societal structures
Improving nature protection as part of sustainable
development
Research is an essential tool in the work
Biosphere reserves and status of a World heritage
site can also be used as tools in the process

Development of the Green Belt of Fennoscandia is a 
huge task and requires strong societal support
but

 
also

 
offers

 
opportunities

 
and visibility



Strategic  steps

Defining the form and contents of the Green 
Belt of Fennoscandia
Finding the main partners for co-operation
and establishing a formal structure for co-
operation
Formulating the co-operation programme
Making the Green Belt of Fennoscandia
visible in various activities and in the field
Transboundary activities are crucial
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