RESOLUTION
of the seminar “Green Belt of Fennoscandia: status and visions”
Petrozavodsk, June 9–11, 2008
The seminar “Green Belt of Fennoscandia: status and visions”, organized by Karelian Research Centre of the Russian Academy of Science, Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery and Ecology, Republic of Karelia, Kostomukshsky Strict Nature Reserve with participation of Ministry of the Environment, Finland, Interdepartmental Northwestern Coordinating Board on Basic and Applied Research under Russian Academy of Science, Finnish Environment Institute, MAB Finland, Finnish-Russian Nature Conservation Group, took place in Petrozavodsk on June 9–11, 2008.
The seminar was attended by over 80 specialists:
– from Moscow and 5 regions of Northwest Russia: representing Russian Federation Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology, St. Petersburg, Murmansk Region and Arkhangelsk Region units of the Federal Nature Use Inspectorate, Republic of Karelia (RK) Ministry of Natural Resources, RK Forest Sector Ministry, RK Ministry of Economic Development, RK Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery and Ecology; administrations of Russian Federation regions; Kivach and Kostomukshsky strict nature reserves, Kalevalsky and Paanajärvi national parks; public bodies; research institutions (Institute for Ecological Problems of the North (Russian Academy of Science Ural Division), institutes of Karelian Research Centre (RAS), Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute); higher educational institutions (St. Petersburg State University, Petrozavodsk State University, Vologda State Pedagogical University, Karelian State Pedagogical University); Russian nature conservation NGOs (WWF, Greenpeace, Baltic Fund for Nature, Natural Heritage Protection Fund, Karelian Regional Conservation NGO SPOK, Karelia Greens Association, Regional NPO “Human Ecology Fund”, etc.); Investlesprom PLC;
– from Finland: representing Ministry of the Environment, Finland, Finnish Forest and Park Service (Metsähallitus), universities of Helsinki, Joensuu, Turku, Finnish Environment Institute, Finnish Game and Fishery Research Institute, Oulanka NP, Homehill Solutions Ltd., Finnish-Russian Nature Conservation Group, Finnish Nature Conservation Association.
The concept of the Green Belt of Fennoscandia (GBF) appeared early in the 1990s as the result of international cooperation and united efforts in implementation of sustainable development principles, implying a balanced combination of economic development and nature conservation the society is interested in. GBF is a zone stretching along the Russian-Finnish (and Russian-Norwegian in the North) border from the Barents to the Baltic Sea. GBF also includes waters, islands and coast of the Gulf of Finland in the Leningrad Region. GBF core areas are nature reserves of both national and regional subordination and they are ecologically linked with the pan-European environmental network Natura 2000 and with Norwegian nature reserves.
Participants have:
– listened to and discussed presentations about current state and development prospects of the Green Belt of Fennoscandia (GBF), socio-economic development in individual areas within GBF, biodiversity conservation, methods to identify valuable natural objects and complexes;

– learnt about GBF nature and results of cross-border cooperation between Russia and Finland in nature conservation, cultural exchanges and economic development.
The meeting has resolved to:

1. Take notice of the information about present-day situation, available expertise and current challenges related to nature conservation and dealing with socio-economic problems in GBF territory.
2. Assume that GBF will facilitate the generation of a holistic environmental-economic domain where the aim of conserving unique northern nature shall take historical and cultural characteristics of local people into account and be integrated with the targets of economic development of respective administrative districts, municipalities and settlements.
3. Stress the value of maintaining and strengthening ecological links between nature reserves within GBF, and of GBF at large with the pan-European environmental network and areas of undisturbed forest in Northwest Russia by means of developing the network of regional nature reserves and conserving waterside protection forests.
4. Recommend Karelian Research Centre and Finnish Environment Institute to take the task to prepare within their competency proposals on the members of a working group for elaboration of the ad hoc international and interregional programme for GBF establishment and development, which would summarize current knowledge on the nature and society, and be designed to resolve problems in conservation of natural and cultural heritage, and in economic development of the territories.
5. Encourage the development of cooperation between the PAs and various forms of collaboration between PAs and local communities, for example by establishing biosphere reserves (BR). The meeting supports the initiative of Kostomukshsky Strict Nature Reserve and Kostomuksha City Administration to set up a BR in Muezersky, Kalevalsky and Kostomuksha Districts of Karelia.
6. Continue the work towards preparation of the “Green Belt of Fennoscandia” transboundary nomination for the UNESCO World Heritage List.
7. Deem it necessary to work more actively on designation of a number of GBF’s core (backbone) protected areas such as Ingermanlandsky Reserve (Leningrad Region), Ladoga Skerries NP (Republic of Karelia), a number of regional PAs on the Russian side and Kalevala NP (Finland), which comprises several Natura 2000 PAs.
8. Stress the importance of involving border area municipalities and NGOs in GBF development.
9. Designate a thematic section on GBF within the “Gap analysis in Northwest Russia” website hosted at Karelian Research Centre portal, and encourage the seminar participants to submit their presentations to be published on the website.
10. Publish the seminar proceedings as a special issue of Karelian Research Centre Transactions (Biogeography series).

11. Deem it expedient to prepare in 2009 the volume “Green Belt of Fennoscandia: from conception to realization (15 years of experience)”.

12. Urge the seminar participants to prepare articles for mass media on issues concerning GBF, and encourage the “Green Leaf” editorial board to prepare a special issue of the environmental newspaper devoted to GBF. 
13. Turn the seminar into a regular event, held at least once in 2-3 years.
14. Note high organizational level of the seminar and thank administrations of Karelian Research Centre, Finnish Environment Institute and North Karelia Biosphere reserve for organizational efforts.
