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Pictured Karelia – The Stereotypes of Karelia Represented by Photographs / Визуальная Карелия: карельские стереотипы в фотографиях / Kuvattu Karjala – Karjalaisuuden stereotypiat valokuvassa

During decades, Karelia has represented authentic or unspoiled Finnish culture and even primordial human culture in Finland. The era of Karelianism, the end of 19. and the beginning of 20. Century, the artists, folklorists, ethnographers and scientists constructed the idealistic images of Karelia, and thus, the series of stereotypes of Karelia arose. The photographing had a remarkable role in the process (e.g. I.K. Inha, S. Paulaharju but also some unknown photographers). 
In our project, “Pictured Karelia. Photograph and Its Transformation as Cultural Remembrance in The Context of Karelia”, we will approach the issue from photographic data which are situated in different museums and archives in Finland and maybe here, in Petrozavodsk. Methodologically we have two basic principles: at first, we would like to use so called digital big data and digital image analysis methods to our photo-data and secondly, the way how we read and interpret the photo-data will be based on the following concepts: thick description (Clifford Geertz) ja its derivatives as “dense meaning” and “dense history”
In my paper, I will introduce some of these methodological conditions and terms of our project.
