DEAR COLLEAGUES,
the 8th International Barents Region Habitat Contact Forum will take place in Petrozavodsk (Republic of Karelia, Russia) between September 28th and October 2nd, 2015.
The Forum will focus on issues of nature conservation in the Barents Euro-Arctic Region (BEAR).
The Forum will be structured into sessions:

Session 1: Habitat conservation in the Barents Region – status and trends (state policy in the field of nature conservation)
Session 2: Conservation of Boreal Forests in the Barents Region
Session 3: Protection of wetlands and coastal areas (Implementation of the Ramsar Convention in BEAR)
Session 4: The future of Biodiversity in the Barents Region. Red Data Books –future steps
Session 5: Barents Protected Areas Network – BPAN results and the lessons learned
Event dates:
September 28, 2015 – arrivals and registration 
September 29 – October 1, 2015 – sessions, roundtables, excursions
October 2, 2015 – departures.

Venue:
– Karelian Research Centre RAS, 11 Pushkinskaya St., Petrozavodsk
– Sessions, workshops and roundtables – Conference Hall, Meeting Rooms and Offices of the Karelian Research Centre
Organizers:
  Karelian Research Centre RAS
  Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment, Russian Federation
  Ministry of Nature Use and the Environment, Republic of Karelia
  Ministry of the Environment, Finland
  Norwegian Environment Agency
  Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 

  Institute of Biology, Karelian Research Centre RAS 
  Forest Research Institute, Karelian Research Centre RAS
  Finnish Environment Institute
..
Abstract submission and publication
Please send the abstract up to 300 words in .rtf or .doc format to the organizing committee e-mail hcf8@krc.karelia.ru before August 15, 2015. The presenter’s last name, Latin letters, should be used as file name (e.g. ivanov.rtf). Abstracts are submitted in English. Russian speakers are required to submit abstracts in both Russian and English. Avoid tables, figures and references in the abstract. Latin names of fungi, plants and animals should be italicized.
Key deadlines: 


· Submission of registration forms and abstracts begins – April 15, 2015

· Second circular, info about excursions, hotels, other technical
arrangements – May 15,  2015
· Registration closed – July 15, 2015
· Abstract submission closed – August 1, 2015
· Compilation of the programme – September 1, 2015
· Third circular, conference programme – September 10, 2015 
Information about accommodation opportunities, excursions, travel and transfers will be provided in the second circular on the Forum website.
Forum proceedings will be posted on the Karelian Research Centre website prior to the event, and selected papers will afterwards be published as articles in a special volume of the journal “Transactions of KarRC RAS”.
Registration 
Please fill in the registration form attached and e-mail it to the organizing committee at hcf8@krc.karelia.ru

