DEAR COLLEAGUES,
the time of vacations and fieldwork is near. We kindly ask you to register as soon as possible for the 8th International Barents Region Habitat Contact Forum, which will take place in Petrozavodsk (Republic of Karelia, Russia) between September 28th and October 2nd, 2015.
The Forum will focus on issues of nature conservation in the Barents Euro-Arctic Region (BEAR).
The Forum will be structured into sessions:

Session 1: Habitat conservation in the Barents Region – status and trends (state policy in the field of nature conservation)
Session 2: Conservation of Boreal Forests in the Barents Region
Session 3: Protection of wetlands and coastal areas (Implementation of the Ramsar Convention in BEAR)
Session 4: The future of Biodiversity in the Barents Region. Red Data Books –future steps
Session 5: Barents Protected Areas Network – BPAN results and the lessons learned
Event dates:
September 28, 2015 – arrivals and registration 
September 29 – October 1, 2015 – sessions, roundtables, excursions
October 2, 2015 – departures.

Venue:
– Karelian Research Centre RAS, 11 Pushkinskaya St., Petrozavodsk
– Sessions, workshops and roundtables – Conference Hall, Meeting Rooms and Offices of the Karelian Research Centre
Organizers suggest the participants choose between two simultaneous excursions, each one including a demonstration of forest, wetland and aquatic habitats.

1. Focusing on forest and wetland habitats. Westward from Petrozavodsk (ca. 35 km). А) secondary forest sites managed by different silvicultural methods; discussions on biodiversity conservation in managed forests; B) oligotrophic, mesotrophic and eutrophic mire sites; C) Shuja River riparian habitats.

2. Focusing on water and forest habitats. Northward of Petrozavodsk (ca. 60 km). Kivach Strict Nature Reserve, Martial Waters spa. А) oligotrophic bog; B) pristine mid-taiga pine and spruce forests; C) Suna River riparian habitats, Kivach waterfalls; D) Fe-rich hydrocarbonate-sulphate calcium-magnesium groundwater – Martial Waters spa.
Organizers:
  Karelian Research Centre RAS
  Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment, Russian Federation
  Ministry of Nature Use and the Environment, Republic of Karelia
  Ministry of the Environment, Finland
  Norwegian Environment Agency
  Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 

  Institute of Biology, Karelian Research Centre RAS 
  Northern Water Problems Institute, Karelian Research Centre RAS
  Forest Research Institute, Karelian Research Centre RAS
  Finnish Environment Institute
..
Abstract submission and publication
Please send the abstract up to 300 words in .rtf or .doc format to the organizing committee e-mail hcf8@krc.karelia.ru before August 15, 2015. The presenter’s last name, Latin letters, should be used as file name (e.g. ivanov.rtf). Abstracts are submitted in English. Russian speakers are required to submit abstracts in both Russian and English. Avoid tables, figures and references in the abstract. Latin names of fungi, plants and animals should be italicized.
Key deadlines: 


· Submission of registration forms and abstracts begins – April 15, 2015

· Second circular, info about excursions, hotels, other technical
arrangements – June 15,  2015
· Registration closed – August 1, 2015
· Abstract submission closed – August 1, 2015
· Compilation of the programme – September 1, 2015
· Third circular, conference programme – September 10, 2015 
Forum proceedings will be posted on the Karelian Research Centre website prior to the event, and selected papers will afterwards be published as articles in a special volume of the journal “Transactions of KarRC RAS”.
Registration 
Please fill in the registration form attached and e-mail it to the organizing committee at hcf8@krc.karelia.ru

Information about hotels is attached. If you choose to stay at Severnaya, Onego Palace or Park Inn hotels, please contact the forum organizers directly (hcf8@krc.karelia.ru) to get Karelian Research Centre’s corporate discount.
