Preface

Why a raptor meeting between Finnish and Russian ornithologists?
This book is a product of presentations given at the Finnish-Russian seminar ”Status of raptor populations in Fennoscandia”, held in Kostomuksha, Republic of Karelia, Russia, November 8(10, 2005. 

The need to organize the meeting had been rising in discussions between individual Russian and Finnish biologists and raptor ornithologists in various occasions and fora since many years. The raptor ornithologists in the Finnish Lapland and in Kola peninsula in Murmansk region, Russia, had been monitoring for years the status of Golden Eagle, White-tailed Eagle, Peregrine Falcon and Gyrfalcon populations in their “own” nature reserves on either side of the Finnish-Russian border. The lack of data across the border was notably hindering trustable estimation of the populations as well as planning appropriate protection actions. Isolation of the research communities from each other by the Soviet time rigid frontier practices had led to differences in research and scientific reporting tradition.

So the Finnish-Russian working group on nature conservation, ignited and encouraged by the deputy director Yevgeni Ieshko from Karelian Research Center, Petrozavodsk, took the initiative to organise and finance a seminar, where raptor ornithologists from Finland and Russia could get to know each other, give presentations, discuss current status of the art. At the seminar it became obvious that a publication with the presentations in English should be made available for the international raptor ornithologist community.

The seminar was organised by the Finnish-Russian working group on nature conservation in collaboration with Karelian Research Centre of Russian Academy of Sciences, Working group on Raptors of Northern Eurasia (Russia) and Strict Nature Reserve ”Kostomukshky”.

The Finnish-Russian working group on nature conservation exists since 1986. It was established by an inter-governmental agreement between Finland and Soviet Union. This publication hereby honours the 20-year jubileum of the working group. Unfortunately, the Russian side of the working group still suffers from discontinuity in its resources as well as lack of mandated status. Therefore, this publication was financed solely by the Finnish side of the working group. 

The Finnish-Russian working group on nature conservation aims to improve protected area network in the boreal zone of Finland and Russia, to unify goals and methods for the conservation of threatened species and habitats in the boreal zone of Finland and Russia, to protect the precious nature in the Fennoscandian Green Belt, and to support nature conservation cooperation between authorities, ecological educators, non-governmental organisations and research institutes in Finland and Russia. 
The working group uses the following tools to achieve the above listed goals: it supports species and habitat inventories as well as studies on ecosystem functioning, promotes cooperation in biodiversity research, supports ecological education, promotes publication of nature conservation materials. It also assists in organising cooperation seminars and exchange of specialists. The purpose of this publication is to lower the scientific boundary between Finland and Russia. As the readers can note, there are still differences in scientific reporting between these two countries.

The seminar and the publication are good examples of the fruitful cooperation continuing for more than 10 years between the working group and Karelian Research Centre of RAS. The title for the publication was somewhat transformed from that of the seminar: “Eastern Fennoscandia” describes the area concerned more accurately than “Fennoscandia” alone.
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